Interesting Movie Vocabulary
All of these are valid movie terms.  See http://us.imdb.com/Glossary/

Abby Singer—The second-to-last shot of the day. Named after production manager Abby Singer, who would frequently call "last shot of the day" or "this shot, and just one more," only to have the director ask for more takes.

Best Boy—AKA: Assistant Chief Lighting Technician, Best Boy Grip, Best Boy Electric
The chief assistant, usually of the gaffer, but more often lately used as a general term for the second in command of a group. This term is likely borrowed from early sailing and whaling crews, as sailors were often employed to set up and work rigging in theatres. There are no "best girls" per se; female chief assistants are also called "Best Boys".

Chute Cowboys—Slang term for experienced parachutists that either perform or assist with stunts involving parachutes.

Clapper-Loader—AKA Camera Loader.  The person who operates the clapboard at the beginning of a shot, also responsible for loading film stock into film magazines. The action of slapping the clapper was invented as a way of synchronizing the visual and audio components of a shot. Recent innovations in audio-visual synchronization have made this unnecessary, but it still occurs extensively. See also assistant cameraman.

Cowboy Shot—A shot framed from mid-thigh up. Got its name during the filming of many westerns, when this was a common framing used.

Craft Service—Responsible for maintaining a table of snacks between meal periods; sometimes they feed the crew or extras. See also catering.

Dope Sheet—AKA: Camera Report.  A list of scenes from the script that have already been filmed, or a list of the contents of an exposed reel of film stock. An accurate dope sheet is the responsibility of the assistant cameraman. See also clapboard, continuity report.

Fake Shemp—AKA: Shemp.  Anyone appearing on screen whose face is not seen (either because of heavy makeup or camera angles) and who has no lines; can include stand-ins and extras. The term originated with Sam Raimi and his colleagues, who borrowed it from Hollywood lore about a stand-in used to finish Three Stooges films after Shemp Howard's death.

Foley Artist—AKA: Foley Operator.  A person who creates foley sound effects. Named after an early practitioner.  Foley is the art of recreating incidental sound effects (such as footsteps) in synchronization with the visual component of a movie. Named after an early practitioner. Foley artists sometimes use bizarre objects and methods to achieve sound effects, e.g. snapping celery to mimic bones being broken. The sounds are often exaggerated for extra effect - fight sequences are almost always accompanied by loud foley added thuds and slaps.

Gaffer—AKA: Chief Lighting Technician.  The head of the electrical department, responsible for the design and execution of the lighting plan for a production. Early films used mostly natural light, which stagehands controlled with large tent cloths using long poles called gaffs (stagehands were often beached sailors or longshoremen, and a gaff is a type of boom on a sailing ship). In 16th Century English, the term "gaffer" denoted a man who was the head of any organized group of laborers.

Giraffe—A mechanically extendable and manipulated boom microphone.

Greensman—A member of the crew who procures, places, and maintains any vegetation on a set.

Grip—In the USA, a grip is a person responsible for the adjustment and maintenance of production equipment on the set. Their typical duties include laying dolly tracks or erecting scaffolding. In the UK, grips work exclusively with equipment that the camera is mounted on. Contrast with swing gang, see also key grip.

Hardtop—Slang for a normal indoor theatre. See also ozoner.

Honeywagon—Usually a trailer, or truck and trailer combination outfitted for and used as the dressing room for actors when on location shoots away from permanent soundstages.

Leadman—Member of the art department who is in charge of swing gangs and/or set dressers and reports to the set decorator.

Macguffin—A term used by Alfred Hitchcock to refer to an item, event, or piece of knowledge that the characters in a film consider extremely important, but which the audience either doesn't know of or doesn't care about. Examples: the engine plans in The 39 Steps, the identity of the spy in North by Northwest, and the contents of the briefcase in Pulp Fiction.

Martini Shot—The last shot of the day's shoot... becuase the next "shot" is in a Martini glass. 

Scene Chewing—AKA: Chewing the Scenery.  An extreme, over-the-top performance that dominates the screen. "Chewing the scenery" suggests that actors are so engaged in their histrionic portrayals that furniture pieces and backdrops are left with big dental impressions.

Squib—A small explosive device, which - when detonated - will simulate the effect of a bullet/puncture wound or small explosion. When worn by actors, they typically include a container of blood which bursts upon detonation. See also special makeup effects.

Swing Gang—AKA: Carpenter.  A group within the art department that construct and take down a set. The head of the swing gang is a leadman.

Title Designer—The person who designs the manner in which title of a movie is displayed on screen.  Title Design is widely considered an art form. Saul Bass is considered a master title designer.

Walla—AKA: Rhubarb.  Background conversation. Historically, when a script called for "crowd unrest" or "murmuring", the extras would be required to mumble the word "rhubarb", as this produced the required effect.

Wrangler—AKA: Animal handler.  A person who is responsible for the care and control of entities used on a set that can't be spoken with. This person is typically a professional, certainly with expertise in handling the item, often with expertise in handling the item on a movie set.

Movie Vocabulary Game

Pick two of the following movie terms.  For each of these, please invent two new definitions (a total of four).  These new definitions should be believable, but incorrect.  When it is your turn, you will give the term and the three definitions (the correct one and your two invented definitions).  Don’t always give the correct definition first <grin>.  They audience will try to pick the correct definition.  You win if they pick an invented definition.
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